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Completing the Abstract: 

A project abstract is a brief paragraph or two, limited to a maximum of 250 words, highlighting 
and/or summarizing the major points or most important ideas about your project.  An abstract 
allows judges to quickly determine the nature and scope of a project.  Abstracts must include a 
brief overview of the following:  

• Purpose of the experiment
• Procedure
• Data gathered
• Conclusions

Tips on Writing an Abstract: 

Be sure to avoid:  
• Acknowledgments of any brand names, or self-promotions, and external   
endorsements
• Work or procedures done by a mentor
• Extraneous details and discussions
• Long, descriptive, exhaustive sentences
• Jargon or slang words
• Incomplete sentences

If mentors or students have questions on the abstract, notebooks, or any other requirements 
for this year’s competition, please do not hesitate to contact the competitions team at 
competitions@osc.org or 407.514.2112.  
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